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Writers with local ties publish their first books
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s, murder mystery involving the

fiction story about the Hmong in
America — have just been published
by a Vacaville author and a writer
well known in the community.

Vacaville resident Kevin Kramer,
35, is the author of “Coalwater,” a
suspense-thriller. A graduate of
Vacaville High School, he worked
around his full-time job as regional
director of a pharmaceutical compa-
ny to complete the book, his first, in
four years.

Sue Mote, a former Vacaville resi-
dent and feature writer for The
Reporter, has crafted a nonfiction
account of life in America for the
Hmong, a refugee group that came to
the United States after fleeing from
Laos following the war in Vietnam.
The title of the book, Mote’s first, is
“Hmong and American: Stories of
Transition to a Strange Land.” The

_book has just been released by
MecFarland and Co., Publishers, of
MNorth Carolina. (mefarlandpub.com)

healthcare industry and a non-

Kevin Kramer

Kramer’s book was published by
iUniverse, an online publishing
house where authors pay publishing
costs and are responsible for their
own marketing and distribution. It
earned an
“Editor’s
Choice”
award
reserved for
the top 10
percent of
their publica-
tions based
on quality,
storyline and
marketabili-
ty.

. In brief,
Kramer’s book is the story of a man-
hunt for John Milton, a wanted felon
on the run from Chicago authorities.
When “America’s Most Wanted” airs
an episode about him, the action
shifts to sleepy Coalwater, Wyoming.
Involved in the manhunt are an
investigator at the end of an undis-




[image: image3.png]tinguished career, Milton’s ruthless
employers, The DeVitras, and the
pursuit of money and revenge.

The novel describes the intrica-
cies of the managed-care market-
place in which Kramer currently
works. Shortly after graduation from
the University of Notre Dame in
1991, he began a career in pharma-
ceuticals, holding positions in sales,
public relations and marketing.

For the time being, he plansto
remain focused on the subject he is
most familiar with, the healthcare
industry, as the backdrop for his
writing.

Kramer, who lives in Vacaville
with his wife, Megan, and their two
sons, Kyle and Shea, is the son of
former Vacaville City Attorney
Linzie Kramer.

He has started his second
novel, “The Path Divides.” It will be
the first in a series about a
renowned pediatric surgeon, Dr.
Mike Munson. His debut novel is
available through iuniverse.com,
authorkevinkramer.com.

amazon.com, and bn.com.

Sue Mote

Mote, a resident of Vacaville from
1978 to 1993, studied the Hmong lan-
guage, interviewed extensively,
earned a master’s degree in commu-
nity development from the Universi-
ty of California, Davis, and traveled
twice to Thai-
land and
Laos in order
to write the
book which
includes pho-
tographs by
the author.

“Hmong
and Ameri-
can” follows
the stories of
adozen
Hmong individuals, including a
female shaman, an ex-military offi-
cer, a reformed gang member and a
woman spirited away from her
remote mountain village at the age
of 8.

The book considers the 5,000
vears of Hmong history and its last-
ing influence. It also looks at the
surprising ways school and church
affect Hmong families and commu-
nities. . .

Mote is married to the Rev. David -
Mote, former pastor of Vacaville’s
Community Presbyterian Church.
He became pastor of Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Ontario in
1993, where he served until 2002.

The couple now live in Seattle,
the home of their son, Philip, his
wife and three of their grandchil-
dren. Following the completion of
David’s interim pastorate in Seattle,
the Motes plan to return to North- -
ern California to be near their
daughter, Sarah Williams, and her
husband and two children. Philip
and Sarah are graduates of Vacav-
ille High School. '

Currently Mote is working on a
historical novel focusing on the
Viking origins of an old Irish family.




